330	MEMOIRS  OF BACHEL.
The letter was republished in France as a justification, inas-
much as it proved she had complied only after much hesita-
tion ; but it scarcely accomplished the desired object, Jules
Janin insisting she should have said she " would not" instead
of "she could not;" she should have declined point-blank in
lieu of pleading want of voice.
" deab. countrymen,—It is seven years since I have sung
the 'Marseillaise;' at the time I did sing it I had voice, and
my health was still young. Now I ana often exhausted after
the play; I should, therefore, really fear to injure the interests
of others should I increase my fatigues,
" You may believe in the deep regret I feel in not daring
to promise what you desire of me, when I tell you I loved to'
sing -the ' Marseillaise' as I love to act my finest part in Cor-
neille.
"Believe me, dear countrymen, &c,, &c.,        rachel.
"New York, September 8th, 1855." .
But the Guards were, not to be thus discouraged; and final-
ly, on the 28th of September, having, after the evening's per-
formance, repaired to her residence and given her a serenade
with accompaniment of vociferations for the "Marseillaise,"
they obtained a solemn promise from Raphael that the " Mar-
seillaise" would very shortly constitute a part of the evening's
entertainment offered by Mademoiselle Rachel to the theatre-
going public. As for singing it on a balcony for the gratifi-
cation of a non-paying street audience, the tragedienne could
never have been made to understand that such a thing was
expected of her.
The announcement of this extra performance was, however,
very injurious to the receipts of the intervening ones—people
waited for the song-night.
It came at last; on the 8th of October the bills announced
the longed-for " Marseillaise."
But in the interval that had elapsed between the promise
and its realization, a terrible blow had been struck at the
fo«tjndfttion of the delicate constitution that required so much
a^dr^eived so, little. Tnere was either a tendency from

